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Climate change in the Arctic Circle 
and the policies of Russia 

Indigenous peoples of Russia from a 
legal and environmental perspective 
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Environmental Stigma
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International 
Legal Regime

The Russian Federation, 
Denmark, Norway, the United 
States of America, Sweden, 
Finland, Canada and Iceland. 

Four pillars: ‘hard law’, ‘soft law’ 
– both of international origin –
and National Laws including 
Private International Law.



International 
Legal Regime

United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the sea 
(UNCLOS III)  hard law

Ilulissat Declaration 
multinational soft law 
policy act 



International 
Legal Regime 

Arctic Council ‘Soft law’ 

Not a coordinating legal actor 

Not legally binding rules 

A regional intergovernmental forum 

Russia a member of the Arctic Council



Russian Legal Regime

Climate Change Doctrine for 2030-
2050 in 2009. 

2009

Decree Comprehensive  Plan  of  
Implementing  the  Russian  Federation’s  
Climate  Doctrine  for  the Period until 
2020

2020

Concept for the Long-Term Social and 
Economic Development of Russia until 
2030

2030



Arctic Paradox

Resources

Arctic 
warming
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Sovereign 
Rights

Russia has ratified UNCLOS III

Submission for claims over the extent of 
its continental self

The largest Arctic claim

Barents Sea Treaty was signed in 2010. 

Division of the disputed area into two 
equal parts between Norway and Russia.



Outer limit line of Russia in the 

Arctic Ocean. Cartography by 

Martin Steinbekken (2015 cited in 
Jensen 2016).



Exploitation 

of 

Resources 

The 30 percent of the world’s 
total 

Russia as a leading resource 
strategy base



Trading 

Routes 

Northern Sea Route connects the 
North Atlantic and the Northern 
Pacific through the Arctic Ocean

Recognition of the NSR as a 
national route
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Perspective 



Indigenous 

Peoples of 

Russia

More than 160 indigenous groups 
of peoples inhabiting Russia

Historically nomadic groups
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Climate 

Change

Threat to their whole ecosystem

Challenge to their survival



International 
Legal 
Regime

The United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 

Principles of non-discrimination, equality 
and self-determination. 

The International Labor Organization 
Convention on Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples No. 169 of 1989. 

Elimination of the international policy of 
integration or assimilation of IPs



Russian 

Legal 

Regime

Russian term is ‘Indigenous small-numbered peoples 
of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian 
Federation’.

On guarantees of the rights of indigenous small-
numbered peoples, launched in 1999

On the general principles of the organization of 
obshchinas of the indigenous, small-numbered 
peoples of the North, passed in 2000 

On Territories of Traditional Nature Use of indigenous 
small-numbered peoples of the North, Siberia and the 
Far East of the Russian Federation, adopted in 2001 



Indigenous 

Peoples as 

Political 

Actors

‘Semi-subjects’ of international law

Non-state actors include Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
and other multinational corporations

Russian Association of Indigenous 
Peoples of the North (RAIPON)



Participation 
within the 
Arctic 
Governance

Permanent participants in the 
Arctic Council 

Participation of RAIPON in the 
adaptation of the three national 
laws

Lobbying with the government 
for the interests of IPs at all levels 



Sustainable 
Development

Collectivity that characterizes 
their culture

Own techniques, which demand 
special protection



Conclusion -

Suggestions

 Indigenous Peoples as the only actors with 

transformative solutions through their 

knowledge and activism Daes’ 
Model

Integrity

Effective
ness

Locality



Thank you for your attention


