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The Penguin Parade is the fourth in a series of projected musical stories for
children, involving small ensemble, reader, and solo instruments.
The Dancing Turtle (1999), The Singing Cucaracha (2000), and The
Lazy jack (2001) are the previous series in the series

All the stories are written by Judy Constantinides.  For the present piece, the
producers of any performance may choose any four poems on penguins and
insert as indicated in the score.

………

The Penguin Parade

Welcome to the Silly Chilly Penguin Parade!

Way down at the bottom of the world there is a HUGE island that’s the
coldest, coolest, windiest, chilliest place on Earth.  It’s called
ANTARCTICA and it’s almost totally covered with ice and snow.  On this
chilly island lives the EMPEROR PENGUIN, the largest penguin in the
world. Male Emperor penguins are about four feet tall, and females just a
little bit shorter.

When they want to start a family, the female penguin lays just one egg and
then she goes off to swim and find food in the ocean and leaves her mate to
take care of the egg!
Can you imagine spending the winter OUTDOORS in Antarctica without
ANYTHING TO EAT AT ALL? No breakfast, no snacks and NO DINNER!
Well, that’s just what the father penguin does.  While Mom is off swimming
and catching fish, for TWO WHOLE MONTHS Dad stands around in the



freezing cold with an egg on his feet to keep it warm waiting for the egg to
hatch…

PENGUIN POEM No.1

Now, when the little penguin chick has hatched, he is only about 6 inches
tall, and too little to take care of himself, so he sits on his father’s feet to
keep from feeling TOO COLD, and they both WAIT for Mama Penguin to
come back with FOOD.

PENGUIN POEM No.2

Pretty soon both the Father and the baby chick are VERY HUNGRY and the
little chick starts looking around for his mother.
Now this is a very interesting fact about penguins – each adult penguin has
his own distinctive call, so each chick can identify his own mother when she
answers his whistle, even in the middle of a whole bunch of penguins!

PENGUIN POEM No.3

PENGUIN POEM No.3 - Continuation

And then Mom feeds the baby chick, and they are all happy together –
Mama and Dad and the chick and all the other penguins – and they all sing
how happy they are to be living in this wonderful, cold, chilly, icey, windy,
freeeeeezing, lovely place called ANTARCTICA!

PENGUIN POEM No.4


