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I. INTRODUCTION

Over the years there has been an effort to try and identify the components and
the core ideas representing the extreme right. Many essays have been written on the

subject and all of them tried to approach it from a different perspective.

Still no —one has been able to provide with a concrete definition of the extreme right
and this is because it would be unprofessional and selfish to imply that one has clearly
understood the full spectrum of this ideology that appeared many years ago and still is
evolving. As a result, one common ground of the experts on this matter is that one
should not try to find a definition of the extreme right simply by using stereotypes and
misleading ideas, but on the other hand, a more safe and scientific approach would be
to try to define and examine the expressions of the extreme right in specific

circumstances over the years and places.

For this reason, in the first part of our dissertation we will try to offer an
approach and a definition of the extreme right according to all the possible criteria
that have been used over the years. Consequently, there will be a presentation of the
electorate results and cultural facts that led to the emergence, or not, of the extreme
right in the countries of East and South East Europe. After having presented the
electoral results in the various countries, we should try to examine the reasons of
success or failure of the extreme right to reach the preference of the electorate bodies
and gain a position in the government bodies and coalitions. Finally, in the end we
would conclude a comparative approach between the structure and the presence of the
extreme right in Western and Eastern Europe, and try to identify the similarities or
radical oppositions of the same party movement but in two completely different

geopolitical areas.



ILDEFINITIONS OF THE EXTREME RIGHT PARTIES.

When referring to the extreme right parties a various terminology has been
utilized by the experts and the partisans, such as “Far-right, extreme right, hard right,
radical right, and ultra-right”. All these terms are used to express parties that exist in
the right wing politics but represent a more radical and extreme approach in politics

and reasoning'.

It has often been examined the question whether there are some standards
according to which a political party should be considered and defined as of an
extreme right ideology. Experts have reached the conclusion that each situation
should be examined under the current political and cultural circumstances of each
country, and via this course of thinking to try to reach a conclusion.” It should be
taken also into consideration the fact that the modern extreme right could not be
considered as identical of the extreme right and its expressions over the past years.
The modern parties have been created and formulated, as we will explain down
further in our discussion, under different circumstances, political and socioeconomic,
than the original parties of the extreme right. Nevertheless, it is commonly agreed that
there are, even through the evolution of the extreme right, some core ideas that were
advocated and represented by the extreme right even if their expression has changed

over the past years.

For this reason C. Mudde, after extensive research on the field has established
four criteria according to which a party can be considered as radical and extreme
right. The criteria are nationalism, law and order, xenophobia, and welfare
chauvinism, and all of them form the “maximun definition”” of Mudde. Nevertheless,
Mudde in his more recent studies has reached to the conclusion that welfare
chauvinism should be excluded from these criteria, as economy is not of outmost

importance for the extreme right parties.

1 G.B.Rush, Toward a Definition of the Extreme Right, The Pacific Sociological Review,1963.

2 TOLZ,Vera, Right-Wing Extremism in Russia:The Dynamics of the 1990s, Peter H.Merkl,Leonard
Weinberg, Right-Wing Extremism in the Twenty first Century, London-Portland,Frank
Cass,2003,p.251-271.

3 Cas Mudde, Populist Radical Parties in Europe, Cambridge University Press, 2007.



Consequently, another definition which given to the extreme right and which
is the “populist radical right”, is also one of the criteria that are currently used from
Mudde. Firstly, we must underline the fact that right wing populism is completely
different from populism as we all know it. Populism is the ideology that proclaims the
common welfare, the good of all people as equals and the opposition to the elites and
aristocracy.” Radical right wing populism on the contrary, does not accept the unity
and equality of all people. It is based on the theory of “us and them”, “us” being the
ones that are natives that form part of the Nation, and “them” being the State, the ones
that currently represent the State, and we-us are not content with their ruling and
decisions, as well as the citizens of the State who are not natives and therefore should
be deported.” We have the division between the corrupted elite and the people,

between the rightful nationals and the external groups, either other countries or inside

the state minorities.

As a result, it has been noted by all experts that one of the focal points of the
extreme right parties and especially in Eastern and South Eastern Europe is their
belief in ultra —nationalism and territoriality. Specifically, ever since the end of World
War I and consequently after the descend of the communist parties, the countries of
the Eastern and South Eastern Europe have been trying to identify their existence

through critical components such as sovereignty, territoriality, religion, e.t.c.

Consequently, it has been argued over the years that a key constituent of the
political structure of the Eastern and South Easter Europe countries has been their
territorial integrity. It has been considered, as taken through their political
propaganda, that the main goal of these parties has been the establishment of the
“National State”. It was eminent that each country wanted to establish itself as a “pure
nation” with specific geographical boundaries that originated to its history. As a result
the idea of a nation was much different than the one utilized by the Western Europe’s
countries, which consisted of people residing in a country, and it was centered to the

idea that a pure nation is consisted by citizens with common cultural and linguistic

4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Populism, Populism.

5 Cas Mudde, Populist Radical Parties in Europe, Cambridge University Press, 2007.



background.® For the extreme right a nation has to be dominant and self-sufficient, it
has to rely upon its own natural resources as well as its own commerce and industry,
so as to be able to compete and rise above other nations and expand its geographical

dominance.

For this reason experts on this subject have extracted three tendencies that
characterise the beliefs of extreme right parties.” The first inspiration is the
“separatism”, which consists to the separation — division of already existing countries
in order to create new ones. The most recent example in accordance with this tactic is
the division of Ex-Yugoslavia and of the Ex-Soviet Union. The second aspiration
consists of annexation, which is the addition of a foreign territory in the one existing
already in a country, by criteria of history background, culture, language and
sometimes-even religion. And the last aspiration consists of irredentism®, which is the
exact same plan of action as the annexation, in fact annexation is part of irredentism,
and is this idea of annexation of territories because of ethnical background, political
and religion beliefs. Irredentism has always been the key polemic of minorities’
population in East and South East Europe, and for this reason they have found
inspiration in the extreme right, especially after World War I, when the need of

redetermination of most European countries emerged.

An important characteristic of the extreme-wing parties is the belief of the
superiority upon everyone else, which can be expressed via many means but what is
most commonly known is “their resentment and hostility toward those with perceived
or actual differences, right-wing extremists mobilize against those who do not belong
to their particular in—group”9, as it is stated by Michi Ebata, in an effort to define the
essence of extreme right. This hatred that is the dominant force of the extreme right
has many expressions and outbursts. It can be against people but it can also be turned

against other parties, against other ideologies, against other States. Hatred and

® Miroslav Mares, The Extreme Right in Eastern Europe and Territorial Issues, Central European
Political Studies Review, Part 2-3, Volume XI,Summer-Spring 2009.

7 o .
Miroslav Mares, loc.cit.

8 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irredentism, Wikepedia the Free Encyclopedia.

9 MICHIEbata, Right-Wing Extremism:In Search of a Definition, Aurel Braun and Stephen
Scheinberg, The Extreme Right:Freedom and Security at Risk, WestviewPress, 1997,p.12-35.



violence are constantly used by the partisans of the extreme right and in most
circumstances no explanation of their action is given. Representatives of the extreme
right parties strongly consider that they only know what should be applied in terms of
morality and ethics to their nation, and as a result there is no other argument that can
be opposed and accepted by them. Extreme right parties believe that by demonstrating

their hatred through radical and violent actions, they establish their power and respect.

This anti —immigrant approach of the extreme right has also been
characterized as “the single issue thesis”, according to Roger Eatwell,'’ and this
theory dictates that extreme right parties are more dominant over times of economical
distress and when new movements of immigrations are taking place in a country. This
theory though has been highly criticised by experts that consider that the extreme
right through its political propaganda, especially in most recent years, is based in
variety of aspirations and not entirely focused on the immigration factor. This is not
the case though in East and South East Europe, which are not equally economically
developed countries and that their principal concern is their evolution. For this part of
Europe, immigrants are not well received, as we have already explained, and the

political propaganda of the extreme right is actually based on this concept.

Another thesis on the beliefs and the ideas of establishment of the extreme
right, which could be considered as predominant in East and South East Europe
especially nowadays, is the “the economic interest thesis”."" According to this thesis
the extreme party represents the working class and more precisely the younger and the
older citizens of a country. Under these circumstances it is the workers of a country
that mostly fear of the economic and political changes that would influence their
survival. It is the fear of unemployment and poverty that persuades and motivates to
vote for the extreme right that is openly opposed to the established administrative and
political institutions of the country and as consequence of their socio-economic

strategies.

10 EATWELL, Roger, Ten Theories of the extreme right, edited by Peter H. Merkl, Leonard Weinberg,
Right-Wing Extremism in the Twenty-First Century, Frank Cass, London-Portland,OR, 2003, p.47-73.

11 1pidem.



For this reason, experts have also suggested that there is “the (reverse) post-
material thesis”. '*According to this thesis it is most common to come across support
of the extreme right in countries where the economic problems are still an important
factor. For example, in East and South East Europe, which are regions that have come
out of many years of oppression under the communist regimes, the development of
their industries, their commerce and any other portion of their economies is of
outmost importance. Extreme right parties, as it is also common in any political
propaganda, promote the reform of the internal administrations in order to achieve the
economic development of the country and to assure the economic stability of its
nationals. As a result, it is reasonable that the societies of East and South East Europe
are neither interested nor preoccupied with other social matters, such as gender
equality and environmental matters but are trying to establish their internal
institutions and economies. This is the reason why extreme right parties in these
societies are more appealing, than in western Europe’s already economically
developed societies, where the economic evolution, though an important factor for
their survival, is not as dominant in the minds of the voters as in East and South East

Europe.

Accordingly we are presented with “the protest thesis” and “the social
breakdown thesis”,"> which we are going to analyse simultaneously as they have the
same theoretical basis. According to both theses, the extreme right voters are inspired
by the political ideology of the extreme right that people should be in alert, should
question the political and administrative establishments of the country and should
perform anything possible to change the tokens of the past and of the present. It has
been noted that the extreme right parties seem to obtain more power during troubled
times not only concerning the entity of a country but also for the morality of its
citizens. During the periods, when the political, social and religious values are put
into questioning, a situation which is eminent in the region of East and South East
Europe, as we have already established in the examination of the political history of

the region, people, and more precisely younger people seem to find relief and

confidence through the beliefs of the extreme right. The extreme right supports all the

12 1pidem.

13 1bidem.



traditional values of a society, such as family, religion, self-preservation, and at the
same time beliefs such as self-determination and independence. Ii is during those
troubled times that people while trying to redefine themselves tend to prefer more

nationalistic ideas as the ones represented by the extreme right.

At the same time, some experts have reached the conclusion that this need and
enforcement of constant protest is simply one output of the extreme right and is a
behaviour that is adopted no matter what are the necessitations of the times. The
extreme right is always opposing to the existing political institutions of a country
without taking into consideration whether the strategies applied by these institutions
are wrongful or not. We could say that this particular thesis is rather monolithic as it
has been proven, as we will justify later in our dissertation, even by the propaganda
used, that the extreme right parties to not intend to attract votes simply by promoting
discontent and rebellion, but by promoting the need to apply and never forget the

traditional values of our societies.

It has equally been argued that one of the most common characteristics of the
extreme right, when experts refer on extreme right, is the prominent fascist belief. As
it is commonly known fascism appeared during the World War I and continued to be
strengthened up until the 1990s. The rationale of the continuing intensification is due
to the fact that after the end of an armed conflict situation, after the end of a war, it is
common that the economy, the internal administrative structure and the politics of the
countries involved, as well as of the countries indirectly involved, suffer a great
distress and decomposition. As a result it is in these exact socio-economic
circumstances that the national spirit is enforced. Extreme right urged dominant
during those times exhibiting the idea of rejection of “foreigners” from the country as
the only viable solution for one country to be able to reconstruct itself. According to
this course of thinking, the true nationals of a country, and nationals are considered
only the ones with a common cultural and linguistic background that are also natives,
as we have already explained, are the only ones who should be accorded the right to

vote, to work and to take advantage of the social welfare.

Fascistic parties are directly opposed to the constitution of democracy and
communism, which is a political movement that was prominent in most East

European countries, and are expressed through extreme activism by many social

10



groups, both elite and working groups, both wealthy and less economically favoured
groups. And these movements have not been abandoned by the extreme right parties
or perished with the end of World War II. They are beliefs of many extreme right
parties that keep emerging during different periods of times, they exist now, and
under different circumstances. But, what is evidently common in every circumstance
is that the extreme right is always the militant of these ideas.

Many political parties of the extreme right, have not hesitated to use anti-
immigrant mottos in their political propagandas. For the extreme right foreigners and
immigrants are considered of being the main reason for the economic distress of the
citizens, for the unemployment and for the criminality.

The question that is eminent among the studies of the extreme- right is
whether there is a revival of fascism today. Fascism is a distinct expression of
activism and beliefs and it would be unwise to draw direct conclusions of its revival
simply by the existent political ideas that find ground in it. As Othon Anastasakis
argues : “It would be unrealistic to think that fascism should be erased from Europe
without leaving any negative legacies. But to overestimate the influence of fascism in
the current era would lead to a totally erroneous conception of the current radical
right.”."*Nowadays, the hatred against immigrants, the so called xenophobia, still
exists and is a common facet of all the extreme right parties around the world.
Generally residues of the fascist ideology have survived but in a much smaller and
less aggressive way, still there is express hatred for the immigrants, the homosexuals
and people of different religion. The extreme right parties consider all these minorities
as the source of all the malfunctions in the society. What used to be advocated and
still is that the “national identity” is the one that prevails over any other identity, such

as citizenship.

Many theories concerning the creation and the existence of the extreme right
were established and all of them, even though some of them are less pragmatic and

more utopist, have been developed and followed by experts and by partisans of the

14 ATHANASAKIS, Othon, Extreme Right in Europe: A Comparative Study of Recent Trends,
Discussion Paper Series No. 3, The Hellenic Observatory, LSE, London 2000., loc.cit.

15 MICHI,Ebata, Right-Wing Extremism:In Search of a Definition, Aurel Braun and Stephen
Scheinberg, The Extreme Right:Freedom and Security at Risk, WestviewPress, 1997,p.12-35.
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extreme right. As we can understand “extreme right”, simply by the fact that it
includes the word “extreme”, is supposed ipso facto of being a movement and an
ideology that comes out of the norms and that it is expressed through the brake of
boundaries. As a result it has been suggested that the very creation of these parties
finds ground on the existence of the rest of the political and ideological movements.
According to this theory, the extreme right is the riposte in the ideas represented by
the other parties, and in order for it to be heard, it is the extreme reaction to the ideas
of the other parties.

Another theory concerning the extreme right is that it consists of a simple
conspiracy organized by a certain group of people with political power in order for
them to be able to gain more power and eventually rule the world. According to this
theory the Genocide, and many other militant actions, were carefully planned under
specific strategies. Of course this theory could not be viably proved or accepted
without posing further questioning and investigation.'®

Additionally, a theory concerning the definition and the existence of the
extreme right tries to find ground on social-psychological grounds. Consequently, it
has been argued that the partisans, and further more the architects of the extreme right
are persons with a specific psychological profile. According to the study of Theodor
Adorno'” the extreme right advocate should be a person with ‘“an authoritarian
personality”, which is a person that is not able to accept being controlled by others,
does not accept being socially underestimated and has strong and rigid beliefs.
Furthermore, it has been suggested that the extreme right followers are people forced
into such beliefs because of extreme stressful situations, specifically their stress of
economical distress that originates in the weakness of the internal structures of a

country.

As we have already stated above it would be inappropriate to claim that there

is an exact definition of the existing, and the older ones, extreme right parties, as we

16 BIILING, Michael, The Extreme Right: Continuities in Anti-Semitic Conspiracy Theory in Post-War
Eyrope, in Roger Eatwell and Noel O’Sullivan, The nature of the Right, London:Printer, 1989,p.146-
166.

17 MICHI,Ebata, Right-Wing Extremism:In Search of a Definition, Aurel Braun and Stephen
Scheinberg, The Extreme Right:Freedom and Security at Risk, WestviewPress, 1997,p.12-35.
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have examined that their proclamations vary through the years and circumstances of
each country. Nevertheless, it would be logical to consider that extreme right parties
are the representatives of radicalism and opposition, they are the expressionists of
authoritarianism and nativism and that the recent parties of the extreme right have

been very careful in separating themselves from the fascist and neo-Nazism dogmas.

III. EXTREME RIGHT PARTIES OF EASTERN AND SOUTH EASTERN
EUROPE.

After the end of the communist era we have witnessed the emergence of
numerous parties on all the East and South East European countries, and many of
them were parties of the extreme right. For this reason it would be useful to try and
examine the rise and presence of the extreme right parties in these countries, define

them, follow their movement and their impact to the citizens, the election bodies.

In Romania, there was the fall of the communist rule in 1990, as well as with
the fall of the leader of the communist government Nicolae Ceausescu. As in all of
the Eastern and South Eastern European countries the fall of the communist era was
characterized both by the aspiration of the new beginning but also with the influence
of many communist ideologies, such as the nationalism. As a consequence in 1990 it
was for the people to elect the President and not the Parliament. It has been noted that
in areas - counties with higher standards of literacy and lower standards of
unemployment, the democratic and liberal parties gained the support of the citizens as
opposed to areas with higher standards of unemployment, and were most of the
electorate body was occupied in agriculture, where the central and right parties

attracted most of the votes.

The first years after the communist fall were characterized by the emergence

of the Democratic National Salvation Front party, (Romanian: Frontul Salvarii

13



Nationale, FSN)'® with Ton Iliescu as the leader of the party. Consequently, many
center-right and extreme right parties have occurred over the years in the political

arena of Romania.

The parties that represented the extreme right in Romania were the Greater Romania
Party, the Romanian National Unity Party, the National Peasants Party. Additionally,
one of the alliances that occurred in order to present important opposition to the NSF
party was the one called the Romanian Democratic Convention party, with Emil
Constantinescu as the leader, and was composed by smaller parties, the PNTCD -
Christian-Democratic National Peasants' Party, the PNL - National Liberal Party, the
PNL-CD - National Liberal Party - Democratic Convention, the PAR - The
Alternative of Romania Party, the PER - Ecologist Party of Romania and the FER -
Romanian Ecologist Federation. This alliance that existed since 1992 up to 2000, won
the elections in 1996 and as a result the parties that formed the alliance also gained
seats in the Parliament. As we can see from the annexes-table 1, table 2 and 3, the
extreme right parties even though existent in Romania, have never managed to
achieve the necessary electorate results in order to enter the Parliament. On the
contrary the only time that extreme right parties gained statutory seats was through a

political alliance.

In the Czech Republic, one famous extreme right party was SdruZeni pro
republiku - Republikdnska strana Ceskoslovenska, SPR-RSC (Coalition for Republic
- Republican Party of Czechoslovakia)'®, with leader Miroslav Sladek. The party was
characterized, as expressed by its leader, with expressions of right wing populism.
Right wing populism, as opposed to the classic definition of populism that proclaims
the interests of “people” against the “elite”, does not believe in “social equality” and
has strong aspirations of nativism.?’ This political party experienced popularity during

1992 and 1996, when it actually managed to gain parliamentary seats and during

18  National Salvation Front (Romanian: Frontul Salvarii Nationale, FSN), Wikipedia,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Salvation_Front_(Romania).

19 hittp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miroslav_Slddek, Miroslav Sladek.

20 http.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right-wing_populism, Right wing populism.
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which period the Czech Republic was experiencing many economic problems both
external and internal.?’ Consequently, in 1998’s elections its lack of appeal was
apparent. One of the reasons of the party’s loosing voters was because of its inside

arguments and instability.

Additionally, other important extreme right parties in the Czech Republic is the
Worker's Party (Czech: Dé&lnickd strana)®?, which never gained parliamentary seats
and it was dissolved in 2010. Similarly, less important extreme right parties are : the
National Unity — NSj- in the Czech Republic, the Right Alternative — PA - in the
Czech Republic, the Association for the Republic — Republican Party of
Czechoslovakia (SPR- RSC), but none of them has ever managed to be predominant

or even be able to stand in the political field of the country completely independent.

In Hungary, the first extreme right party to emerge after the communist era
was the Hungarian Justice and Life Party (Magyar Igazsdg és Elet Pértja- MIEP)>,
which was founded in 1993 and led by Istvan Csurka. This party was characterized in
its political propaganda by nationalistic and anti-Semitism proclamations.
Nevertheless, it only managed to achieve parliamentary seats in 1998 and finally in

2005 it created an alliance with the Movement for a Better Hungary party.

Additionally, the most important extreme right party is the party called
“Jobbik Magyarorszdgért Mozgalom — the Movement for a Better Hungary party in

Hungary2*

, was established in 2003. It is considered by scholars as a purely
nationalistic, anti- Semitism, fascist and anti-Roma party. This party was never
accepted by the parties of the political scene because of its political agenda, which
was not in accordance with the new democratic institutions that were supposed to be

established in the country. Nevertheless, the party managed to gain gradually the

21 Martin Kreidl , Kldra Vlachové, RISE AND DECLINE OF RIGHT-WING EXTREMISM IN THE
CZECH REPUBLIC IN THE 1990s, http://studie.soc.cas.cz/upl/texty/files/140 99-10wptext.pdf,
Institute of Sociology, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic,1999.

22 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workers' Party (Czech Republic), Workers Party in the Czech
Republic.

23 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian_Justice and Life Party, the Hungarian Justice and Life
Party.

24 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jobbik, the Movement for a Better Hungary party
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voters support and in 2010 become the third strongest party in Hungary, for reasons

that we are going to explain in the following section of our dissertation.

In Bulgaria, extreme right parties never managed to be considered as the elite
and as parties that would be able to form the government of the country. As in all
Balkan countries, after the fall of communism there was plenty of space in the
political field for the appearance of extreme right parties that were opposed to the
Europeanization of the country and proclaimed nationalistic aspirations. The most
important extreme right parties, that also managed to enter the national parliament,
the Bulgarian Business Blockzs, that took action until 2000 and the formed in 2005
and being in action until now, the National Movement of Ataka (Ataka, Natsionalen

Sdyuz Ataka).*®

The National Movement of Ataka is formed through a coalition of smaller
parties such as the National Movement for the Salvation of the Fatherland
(Natsionalno Dvizhenie za Spasenie na Otechestvoto), the Bulgarian National
Patriotic Party (Bdlgarska Natsionalna-Patriotichna Partiya) and the Union of Patriotic
Forces and Militaries of the Reserve Defense (Sayuz na Patriotichnite Sili i Voinite ot
Zapassa - Zashtita). What is most astonishing for this party is that it has always
asserted its resistance and disagreement with the European Integration, but, it has
managed to have two elected representatives in the European Parliament. " The
predominance of the Bulgarian Business Block can be explained as due to the fact
that at the time the Bulgarian politic environment, and government, was generally not
open to accession and coalition with Europe and the NATO. On the contrary, at the
time of the National Movement of Ataka predominance, which is up until today, as
the party is the fourth stronger in the country’s political field, it is mostly the
discontent of the people towards other parties that has led to its gain. Still, this

predominance is not something that could be considered as a token. The presence of a

25 http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Europe/Bulgaria-POLITICAL-PARTIES.html#b, Bulgaria
Political parties, Encyclopedia of the Nations, 2012.

26 http://www.nsd.uib.no/european_election_database/country/bulgaria/, European Election Database,
Bulgaria.

27 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_Attack.
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new right wing party, Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB,
Grazhdani za evropeysko razvitie na Balgariya), had as a result that many of its voters
abandoned the party, while at the same time many of its parliament representatives

have left the palrliament.28

In Poland, the extreme right had no significant power during the 1990’s and it
was after the year 2001 that some extreme right parties emerged. Still, during the
1990’s, even though no political parties managed to achieve winning positions,
extreme right organizations — parties , such as National Rebirth of Poland (NOP)*,
through their actions and campaign, attracted the interest of voters over the years. The
NOP was actually a member of the European National Front, which is an alliance
between European nationalistic, anti-Semitic and extremist parties. At the same time
the appearance of free press and other media in Poland, something that did not exist
during the communist era, helped to the political propaganda of these parties as for
the first time they were given the opportunity to communicate their beliefs to the wide

voters’ public. **

As a result, there were two extreme right parties that managed to gain power
through a coalition. The first one, the Self-Defence of the Republic of Poland
(Samoobrona Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej — SRP), which existed since 1992 and never
managed to enter the senate, is a party that combines left wing populism and at the

same time nationalistic, anti —Semitism and anti European propaganda.

The second one is the League of Polish Families (Liga Polskich Rodzin-
LPR), which was founded in 2001 and its leader was Roman Jacek Giertych. The
party’s ideologies are right wing populism, anti —Semitism and chauvinism.?' The two

abovementioned parties created a coalition government with the Law and Justice

28 Marketa Smrckova, Comparison of Radical Right-Wing Parties in Bulgaria and Romania- The
National Movement of Ataka and the Great Romania Party, Central European Political Studies
Review, 2009.

29 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National Revival of Poland, National Rebirth of Poland.

30 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-Defence_of_the_Republic_of_Poland.

31 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/League_of _Polish_Families
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Party in Poland (Prawo i Sprawiedliwos¢, PiS), and won the elections in 2005. The
League of Polish Families won 7 senate seats and the Self-Defence of the Republic of
Poland won 3 senate seats, and the Law and Justice Party won 49 senate seats.
Despite its win the coalition did not last long enough and was soon dissolved in 2007,
because the government had to deal with many inside matters and arguments.”
During the time of governance the coalition did not manage to produce any fruitful
results, but on the contrary, it managed, because of its leaders that were attained as
prime ministers and ministers, to take a series of actions and decisions that reflected
the extreme chauvinistic and anti — Semitic ideologies of the two, out of the three,
parties. The government was characterized by aggressive external politics, both
towards the Balkans and West Europe, and of abolishment of civil and anti-
discrimination rights.3 3 After the end of the coalition, the Law and Justice Party is
considered as one representing the extreme right, and still an important party in the
political spectrum of the country. Nevertheless, its governance, as a coalition, has led
to the result that no similar strategies are accepted by the voters and as a result there

was an important turn against the party and the extreme right generally.

In Croatia, as in Poland, there was and there is an important appeal to the
extreme right. The most important extreme right party is the Croatian Democratic
Union (Hrvatska demokratska zajednica, HDZ), which was founded in 1989 and was
led by Franjo Tudman until 1999, who also was the Prime Minister of the country™”.
The core reason for the acceptance of a far right party in Croatia was the fact that this
country emerged, not only from a communist era, but also from a war for its
independence and was recognized as a country in 1992. For this reason a nationalistic
party, as are the extreme right parties, was providing with the necessary inspirations

and aspirations to the citizens and voters, who were glad for their independence from

32 Nora Langenbacher, Britta Schellenberg, IS EUROPE ON THE “RIGHT” PATH? Right-wing
extremism and right-wing populism in Europe, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Forum Berlin, 2011.

33 Vermeersch, P. “Ethnic Minority Protection and Anti-discrimination in Central Europe Before and
After EU Accession: the Case of Poland.” Journal on Ethnopolitics and Minority Issues in Europel,
2007.

34 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatian_Democratic_Union
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the Social Federal Republic of Yugoslavia®. The party was dominant and
independent, and also the first party, from 1990 until the end of the 1990’s. It
continued being in the government through 2000 to 2011 through a political coalition.
Even after 2000 when the government aimed to the entrance of the country in the
European Union, and started making all the required provisions, the citizens still
maintained an extreme nationalistic view, as they considered that it was the EU, and
its demands, that had led to the country’s economic troubles. Additionally, to this
point of view also helped the fact that for a long time the EU postponed the country’s
candidature because of the problems with Serbia, and this also nourished the
nationalistic aspirations of the voters. We should also underline the fact that the HDZ

was the first party to assign a woman as head of palrty.36

The other extreme right party in Croatia is The Croatian Party of Rights
(Hrvatska stranka prava, HSP)37, which was founded in 1990, and has its roots to the
Party of Rights which was the expression of all the ethnocentric ideas. The party was
never very popular but still managed to obtain parliamentary seats, no more than 5,
through the 1990’s, and in 2003 national elections it even managed to obtain 8
parliamentary seats, through a political coalition with two smaller parties.

Nevertheless, in 2011, no parliamentary seats were accorded to the party.

In Serbia, the Serbian Radical Party (Srpska radikalna stranka, SRS), is the
second largest party in the National Assembly, and was founded in 1990. Because of
the territorial issues in the region of ex-Yugoslavia Federation, as we have already
mentioned above, once more the aspirations of nationalism and extra territoriality,
favored the extreme right parties in the country. We should underline the fact that

this party has, at the present time, three branches in neighbor countries, which formed

35 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Far_right_in_Croatia

36 Drago Hedl , "Croatia's Willingness To Tolerate Fascist Legacy Worries Many", BCR Issue 73,
2005.

37 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatian_Party_of_Rights
38 Betz, Hans-Georg, ‘The Growing Threat of the Radical Right’, in Peter H. Merkl and Leonard

Weinberg (eds) Right-Wing Extremism in the Twenty-First Century. London/Portland, OR: Cass: 74-
93, 2003.
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part of the former Yugoslavian federation, the Party of Serb Radicals in Montenegro,
the Radical Party of the Serbs in FYROM and the Serbian Radical Party of the
Republika Srpska in Bosnia and Herzegovina39. The party, as similar extreme right
parties, promoted ideas of extradition of minorities, such as Croatian nationals, form
the territory, and also promoted many fascist ideas. The dynamics of the party present
no difference from the extreme right parties that we have examined before. For
example we notice, by the examination of the electoral results in table 1 and 2, that
the party’s appeal to the voters has changed over the years. The party started strong at
the time of its foundation, but over the time, mostly because of its internal arguments,
when the presidents argued between themselves and left the party, and because of the
opposition of the other parliamentary parties that did not accept its fascist and anti-
immigrant positions, it started losing its previous appeal. The biggest failure of the
party was when in 2011 opinion polls of the voters were taken and the party managed

to gain only 7,1% of the total®.

The main reason of the party’s loss of appeal was the fact that in 2008 the president
and the vice president of the party, Tomislav "Toma" Nikoli¢ and Aleksandar Vucic,
because of disagreements with the previous president of the party, Vojislav Sedelj
who has been tried for crimes of war and crimes against humanity*', decided to leave
and found the Serbian Progressive Party (Srpska napredna stranka)**, which also is
considered as nationalistic and conservative, but with less extreme and provocative
ideas. The party in the 2011 opinion polls managed to gain 32,8% of the voters’
support.

Lastly, in Slovakia, the most important extreme right party is the Slovak
National Party (Slovenskd ndrodnd strana, SNS)43, which was founded in 1989, and

even though it does not characterize itself as one of extreme right, it is commonly

39 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_Radical_Party

40 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_parliamentary_election,_2012
41 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vojislav_Seselj

42 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_Progressive_Party

43 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovak_National_Party
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known of its nationalistic, anti-Semitic and fascist positions. The party managed from
1990*, except 2002, to gain parliamentary seats and have deputies in the government,
but since 2006 it is part of a government coalition. Even now, that the party forms
part of the government its propaganda concerning nationalistic and territorial
aspirations has not changed. It is not a coincidence that Slovakia in numerous

occasions has been the subject of anti-Semitism and anti-Roma reports®.

In order to be able to understand the success or failure of the extreme right in
Eastern Europe we must examine a series of elements that could be categorized on the
demand side and the supply side factors of each country. The demand side factors are
the ones that help towards the appearance of the extreme right parties, such as the
culture of the country, the nationalistic aspirations and the totalitarian theories. On the
other hand the supply side factors are the ones that consist of the “political
opportunity structures”, they are the internal and the external factors of the parties,
such as inside political turmoil and additionally the socioeconomic situation of the
country. All these factors are the ones that could provide with a political breakthrough
to the extreme right and in some cases the opportunity of persistence, as Cas Mudde

. . . 46
proposes in his argumentation.

IV.REASONS OF THE ELECTORAL SUCCESS OR DEFEAT OF THE
EXTREME RIGHT PARTIES IN EASTERN EUROPE.

It has been outlined by many experts on the subject that the studies concerning

the “extreme right” have been numerous over the years but, nevertheless, the main

44 http://portal.statistics.sk/showdoc.do?docid=359
45 New Slovak Government Includes Extreme Right Party, Members of All Parties of the New
Government Have Made Explicitly Anti-Romani Statements, European Roma Rights Centre,
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46 Cas Mudde, Populist Radical Parties in Europe, Cambridge University Press, 2007.
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focus of these studies is not upon the appearance and evolution of the extreme right in
Eastern Europe and not in Western Europe, as one could have imagined, because of
the fact that in Western Europe the democratic institutions have been functioning
many more years as opposed to Eastern Europe. The explanation for this extensive
examination is due to the fact that up until now we have been provided with no
consolidated explanation as to why extreme right parties exist in Eastern Europe and
why there are periods that they seem to gain power and periods that they seem to be
extremely marginal.” What we must all bear in mind though is that all Eastern
European countries have come form a long period of communism and totalitarian
regimes. For this reason it is only expected that the restoration of democracy in such
countries, where the democratic institutions did not exist, would be a difficult
endeavor. Generally, when the democratic conception of freedom of politics, that
favors the existence of many different parties, flourishes it is then that the extreme

right finds a place in the political field of a country.

For this reason, experts concluded that there could be no other possible route
of studying extreme right parties, than inside each different situation and under the
different circumstances. Only by trying to understand the different socioeconomic
prerogatives of each situation one is able to comprehend the rise or the fall of the

extreme right parties and no general rule can be applied.

Accordingly, it has been noticed that the expression of the extreme right
parties acquires more popularity during years of depression and recession. It is no
coincidence that apparent movements of extreme right have been noticed during or
post war eras. When people are in distress, the country faces an economic dead-end,
and the industrialization of a country is impossible or needs to be developed, then the
return on the inspiration of “Pure Nation” and the dislike towards the existing political
schemes is prominent. For these reasons the extreme right was extremely popular in
post-communist countries of East and South-East Europe, which were countries that
came out of many years of distress and stagnation and had to be reconstructed in any
possible aspect of the State. A series of “Peace Treaties” have been signed in order to

formally establish the territorial boundaries of European, and even non-European,

47 Othon Anastasakis, Post-communist extremism in Eastern Europe: The nature of the Phenomenon,
Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism, Volume 1, Issue 2, pages 15-26, September 2001
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countries. These Treaties were a means of trying to institute peace between these
countries and force them to respect their signature agreements.

Nevertheless, even nowadays the old differences still exist® and now more
than ever they are the base of the political propaganda of the extreme parties. The idea
of the “Pure Nation” as well as the “Great Nation” still nourishes the beliefs of the
extreme right. As a result, we see that the same aspirations related to the Hungarian
Empire still exist and the principal goal of the extreme right is to regain the territories
that were given via the Treaty of Trianon, signed in 1920, when Hungary was
redefined as a country and the Hungarian empire, which was dissolved, gave land to
Romania, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. In Hungary the extreme right-wing is
mostly eminent through paramilitary forces which have taken course of action
through armed conflicts.

Another example is the one of Romania that is in conflict both with Hungary
but also with Moldova. Additionally, an important conflict of interest is the one
presented between Serbia and Albania. Both countries wish to establish a great and
unified country that will include all the territories were small minorities of their
nationals inhabit. As a result Serbia wishes to incorporate in its state for example
Montenegro and FYROM, and of course Kosovo, which was the basic territory of
armed conflict during the last years. FYROM, on the other hand, is also claimed by
Albania, along with a part of Greece, a part of Montenegro and a part of Serbia.

Furthermore, as one could predict, there is a conflict that exists between the
countries of the former federations, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and the Soviet
Union. With the fall and dissolution of these federal States and the establishment of
numerous smaller ones, new theories of the extreme right have arisen, concerning the
territoriality of these countries. According to this concept extreme right parties that
promote the reunification of elder states are more popular in the abovementioned
countries where the aspirations of expansion are still eminent. So far the extreme right
has not succeeded into generating crucial armed conflicts, but nonetheless the idea of
self-preservation and self-determination is prominent and once again is the

propaganda of extreme-wing parties.

48 Miroslav Mares, loc.cit.

23



It has been outlined that the highest support to extreme right parties comes
from regions that are decentralized and were populations reach the upper levels of
poverty and unemployment. In these areas citizens who are afraid that they will not be
able to survive because of the new economic and demographic changes tend to
believe in more totalitarian political ideas that band all external and west European
factors form the governance of the country. These citizens believe that immigrants

and foreigners should be banned, as they are their basic opponents in the job market.*’

Additionally, it has been argued that over the years the turn to the extreme
right is no longer based on the same components. Nowadays, the States have no
longer only the pressure of constructing their internal administration and industry.
This is considered of being accomplished, even if this is not the case yet in many East
European countries, and what is entailed is the rapid progress and amelioration of this
structure for a country to be compatible. This new class of circumstances has created
a new kind of anxiety to the population, which is no longer the one of survival
because of the country’s inadequacy but, which consists of the fear of redundancy and
unemployment because of lack of qualifications. As a result this anxiety of progress
and evolution especially for the less privileged in education and economically
citizens, was proven to be the right circumstance for the extreme right to flourish and
once again demonstrate opposition to the assertive government schemes. According to
this trend it has been noticed that in some East European countries it is citizens living
in more central regions and that are considered as middle class that tend to support the
extreme right. These middle class citizens even though not currently facing economic
difficulties, they tend to support extreme right — nationalistic- parties out of their fear
of facing eventually the economic distress, and this fear is more eminent among
young people starting their professional life. As it has been asserted in the article of
Lenka Bustikova,” while reposting on the demand side of the voters in Eastern
Europe: “The Greater Romania Party ‘is supported largely by medium-to- higher

status strata and has a disproportionately young electorate with 90 per cent of their

49 LENKA BUSTIKOVA, The Extreme Right in Eastern Europe: EU Accession and the Quality of
Governance, Journal of Contemporary European Studies Vol. 17, No. 2, 223-239, August 2009
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voters under 40 years of age (Minkenberg, 2002, pp. 352 — 354). The voters for the
Hungarian Truth and Life Party ‘came not from the poorest social groups but from
the three most fashionable districts of Budapest’ (Karsai, 1999, p. 146). Since the
status of the middle class depends on the welfare protection provided by the state, it is

more in danger of falling into poverty”.

Another aspect of favoring extreme right parties is due to the citizens
disappointment to the existing governing structures and parties.’’ This disappointment
has also been characterized by experts as ‘“the phenomena of clientelism and

corruption”5 2

. There are not few the examples over the years that it has been proved
that politicians retaining decisive political posts, or even being in the governance of a
country, have been involved in questionable alliances and actions. Especially, over
the last years, with the eminent crisis inside the European Union, many governments
have been put into questioning and many unproductive and ineffective decisions taken
from their part have been unveiled. Because of this proven inadequacy of the already
ruling political parties, the disappointed citizens have been trying to find inspiration in
other parties, and very often these parties represent the extreme right. People no
longer believe in the idea that they should stay faithful in one ideology, which is
expressed by a certain political ideology and party, but on the contrary they are
willing to follow and exploit new ideologies that will ensure them some stability and
new aspirations. As a result the modernized extreme right, which has abandoned its
previous racist and fascist front, is often the most optimum idea in the minds of the
people.

A fragrant example of the voters’ disappointment of the government is the
Hungarian example. As we have already mentioned in the previous section of the
dissertation, in Hungary the extreme right, although it existed since the fall of the
communism, it had never managed to attract important voters support. Nevertheless,
the extreme right party called “Jobbik Magyarorszdgért Mozgalom — the Movement
for a Better Hungary” party in Hungary, which was established in 2003 , managed in

the national elections of 2010 to obtain 47 parliamentary seats and be the third

51 ATHANASAKIS, Othon, Extreme Right in Europe: A Comparative Study of Recent Trends,
Discussion Paper Series No. 3, The Hellenic Observatory, LSE, London 2000., loc.cit.
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strongest party in the country.”® The experts after examining all these years the voters’
preferences concluded that this turnover by the rural population to the extreme right is
the result of the disappointment of the governance of the Socialists all those years.
The elections in 2010 were the first to take place after the European crisis and it was
the first opportunity for the Hungarian citizens to express their discontent. Along with
the extreme right becoming so dominant, it is remarkable the fact that the winning
party is one of the “central right”, which is a very conservative party, the Fidesz, with

262 parliamentary seats as opposed to 59 seats for the socialist pau’ty.54

Another recent example, which is the outcome of the European crisis, is the
one of Greece, where the failure of both the Right-wing party, “Nea Dimocratia —
New Democracy” and the Left — wing party “PASOK - Panhellenic Socialist
Movement , has been vast and the disappointment of the people is even bigger. As a
result the party representing the extreme right in Greece, the “LAOS- Greek Orthodox
Rally”, has gained many voters, and at present takes part in the “Government of

Solidarity” which is now in state in Greece.

Furthermore, according to the previous theory, the accession of many East
European countries in the European Union has been an opportunity for the extreme
right to express its opposition and its refusal to go along with the predicaments of the
European Union.””> Extreme right parties in the Eastern Europe, as we have already
mentioned, have been promoting the idea of “The Pure Nation” and of the “Greater
State”, which means self-sufficient countries who are not in need of other countries in
order for them to survive. Consequently the extreme right-wing parties have claimed
absolute power in order to complete their vision, and on the other hand, the incentives
offered by the European Union, along with the internal reforms that had to be

imposed, meant the granting and the forfeit of their power and privileges. As a result,
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apart form the almost non-existent internal administrative structure, obstacles were
put forward by the unwillingness of the extreme right, and East and South East
European countries have found it difficult to meet the conditions in order to enter the
European Union. During the period of accession the extreme right was thriving.

All the abovementioned components favour the growth of the extreme right
parties, and as we have witnessed form the previous part of our dissertation the
success or failure of the extreme right has been recent and has occurred during
different periods of times in East European countries and not simultaneously in all of
them.

After examining the electoral results in the previous part of the dissertation we
see that there are countries in South Eastern Europe that are more politically friendly
to the extreme right and countries that are less friendly. As we have seen the countries
where the extreme right exceeds is Slovakia, Romania, Croatia and Serbia. All these
countries are smaller countries (except Romania) with an eminent sense of
nationalism and independence. On the other hand, we have the Czech Republic,
Hungary and Poland where the level of tolerance of the extreme right is medium, and
this is the cause mostly of political instability at times and dissatisfaction of the
voters. While lastly, we have seen Bulgaria, where the political success of the extreme
right is almost no existent, and this is because it has been of outmost importance for
the country to manage to enter in the European Union, and the sense of rejection of

any aspect of conservatism was eminent.’®

As we could conclude from the abovementioned examinations of electoral
tendencies, the political and socio-economic situation both in East and in South East
Europe was the same. Nevertheless, the idea of self-sufficiency was, and still is, more
predominant in Eastern Europe, an aspiration that could be considered as logical
because in this area there are bigger in size and stronger in political influence
countries that could proclaim their leadership. It is in these countries that the
aspirations of the extreme right find place and could evolve. On the other hand, in
South Eastern Europe, were there are smaller in size and political influence countries,
the need of democracy and help from the west is more eminent. Because of their

previous international isolation, these countries seek for evolution, improvement and

56 Cas Mudde, Populist Radical Parties in Europe, Cambridge University Press, 2007.
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growth and are in the knowledge that this is going to be achieved through direct
collaboration with the European Union, and because of this goal the extreme right
propaganda self-sufficiency finds no place. Nevertheless, we have seen that the
electoral body supporting the extreme right parties in Eastern Europe has been variant
through the years. The principle is that extreme right found voters residing in
agricultural regions and with low levels of education, but on the other hand we have
seen that they also attracted younger people, highly educated living in capitals and big
cities. After this examination we could conclude that overall the political presence, as
to the parliamentary presence and electoral gains, of the extreme right in Eastern
Europe has been marginal and in most cases the extreme right parties managed to
enter the parliament only through coalitions. In general it has been noted by experts
that even though extreme right parties emerge as the defendants of people with great
discontent for the existing governmental values, they tend, over the years to obtain
similarities to other political parties and lose their identity”’. Once more we have seen
that the only time these parties managed to be more influential were in times of

internal state turmoil and instabilities.

V. THE DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE WESTERN
AND EASTERN EUROPEAN EXTREME RIGHT PARTIES.

As we have already mentioned the studies upon the examination of extreme
right parties in Europe have been plentiful, with foremost interest in the extreme right

in Eastern Europe.

Governments and other political parties try to marginalize the extreme right
parties all over Europe but for different reasons. In Western Europe this
marginalization comes from an effort to retain and secure the already established
democratic institutions and dogmas, and in Eastern Europe comes from an effort to

try and establish all the democratic and liberal dogmas that are imperative for the

57 Martin Kreidl , Kldra Vlachové, RISE AND DECLINE OF RIGHT-WING EXTREMISM IN THE
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Institute of Sociology, Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic,1999.
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survival of these countries.”® For this reason one should be careful while trying to
explain the appearance of extreme right in West and in East Europe as in the two

areas the democratic values are different and exist for a different amount of years.59

The extreme right in East and South East Europe is dimensionally different
than the extreme right in Western Europe. The differences of the appearance and the
expression of the extreme right nowadays in the two regions find ground once more
on the historical and political circumstances of each country. What is common ground
is that the voter of the extreme right are not people with no political conscience that
are influenced simply by the political propaganda, they are people that take into
serious consideration all the socio-economical circumstances and their personal needs
and chose where to offer their vote. Nonetheless, none of them considers himself as
an extremist and related to the Neo-Nazi movement, except when one is consciously
member of this movement. The highest proportion of the voters of the extreme right

do not, openly at least, associate themselves with the extreme right activism.*’

As a result, although the existence of extreme right parties is eminent in
Eastern and South Eastern Europe, it lacks of organization as opposed to the similar
parties of Western Europe.®' The constant differentiation of the parties during every
election period has rendered it difficult for the experts and for the people to be able to
conceive the distinction between “extreme and conservative right parties”. Therefore,
it has been argued that this instability is due to the fact that the newly created
countries, after the dissolution of the former federations and after the signature of the
aforementioned Treaties, were imposed a sequence of criteria that had to be met in
order for them to establish the democratic predicaments, as these were proposed by
the Western Europe, and in order for them to enter the European Union. This

procedure was not and still is not an easy one for these countries, which not only had
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to make anything possible in order to meet these criteria, but also at the same time had
to organise their internal structure, a structure that was almost nonexistent. This
unsettled situation was a flourishing opportunity for the extreme right to influence the
population and gain partisans. This turbulent situation finds ground on the fact that
the national political, bureaucratic and economic institutions of these countries still
are in a primitive situation due to their previous communist regimes, and all this
burdensome internal institution provokes the disappointment of the people and
benefits the expression of the extreme right. It has been argued that all these
difficulties are a logical outcome for the countries of East and South East Europe, as
they all come from a long history of communist and social regimes and it is difficult

for them to find the right balance for a democratic regime.

As we have already outlined, one of the primal aspects of the extreme right is
its rejection to immigrants and minorities. To this end there is a difference between
extreme right in Western Europe and in Eastern Europe. In West Europe there is an
enormous trend of foreigners’ entrance. As a result parties in West Europe mostly
tend to oppose to the free entrance of immigrants and their economic needs, while on
the other hand the situation in East Europe is quite different. In East Europe, as it has
been formulated, form a territorial point of view, over the last years, there are
countries that include in their territory minorities, who are citizens, but from another
national background. These minorities have always resided in these areas but are now
considered by the extreme right as outcasts that should abandon their lives and leave
the country, as they are considered one of the main reasons of the economic distress
and crisis of the effective countries. Nevertheless, this aspect of immigrants is not
considered as an important one that defines the success or not of the extreme right as
in East Europe the immigration phenomena is marginal and in some areas non
existent, while at the same time it is in countries of East Europe that the extreme right

still exceeds.5?
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Another aspect that put forward the difference between the extreme right
parties in West and in East Europe is the territorial aspirations. Parties in West Europe
do not include in their political propaganda projects of territorial expansion as the
national territorial boundaries in this part of Europe have been established a long time
ago through the “Peace Treaties” and it is a fact that has grown strong in the minds of
citizens and governments. On the other hand the extreme right in East Europe still
presents voters with aspirations of territorial demands and conflicts. Even nowadays
the old differences still exist™ and now more than ever they are the base of the
political propaganda of the extreme parties. The idea of the “Pure Nation” as well as
the “Great Nation” still nourish the beliefs of the extreme right.

Simply by studying the history of the countries of Eastern Europe, it should be
easy for anyone to understand that the aspirations of territoriality existing even today,
are effortlessly explained. The majority of the Eastern countries, as they are
internationally recognized nowadays, come from the dissolution of previous State-
Federations, and even until recently many of then were involved in civil wars, as for

example members of the ex-Federal Republic of Yugoslavia e.t.c.

Nowadays, the territorial ambitions, although may be supported by many other
parties, they are openly advocated only by the extreme-wing parties. The territorial
ambitions, as we have already explained, continue to exist and to manifest in many
occasions, but now the arguments and conflicts are delegated to the International
Court of Justice, and as a result all the European countries, eastern and western, do
not give any clear evidence of their demands. This is also the reason why the extreme
right parties were more eminent and popular during the 1990s and over the last
decade we observe that, except some noticeable exceptions, they do not play an
important role in the political scene.

The desires of territorial expansion have been restricted inside the political
scene of the Eastern European countries and are not expressed towards other
countries.®* The fact that this desire of expansion still exists and is advocated by the
extreme right though should not be underestimated and should be monitored, as there

are still situations, as in FYROM, Serbia, Croatia, Hungary etc., were the occasion of
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an armed conflict may arise and jeopardise the political balance that has that far been

established.

At the present time the manifestation of the extreme right is much more subtle
and is expressed through civilised extreme right political parties with objective of
playing a more active role in the political scene of the East and West European
countries.”

On the surface the extreme right tried to institute a more acceptable and
civilised exterior in order to be acknowledged both by the people and by the rest of
political parties. For this reason open manifestations hatred and anti-Semitism have
been avoided, and by this means the extreme-wing has gained respect in the political
world and also by the media. Today, we can observe the presence of extreme right
parties in the European Parliament but also in the Parliament, and sometimes in the
governing schemes, of many Eastern and Western European countries. The extreme
right parties promote the ideas of traditionalism, of the family, of ecology, and
generally, they have embodied in their political propaganda many areas so that they
are able to attract more militants.

When the Austrian party of “Freedom of Austria” (FPO) won an important
percentage in the elections of 1999 in Austria, a governmental coalition was
established between the FPO and the “Austrian People’s Party”. This coalition though
was not well received by the rest of the European countries and as a result a The
European Union imposed a diplomatic exclusion to Austria. This position held by the
European Union was not an elaborate one and soon the conduct towards this political
presence changed while at the same time the FPO started losing its political power.
On the contrary, when in the 1990s the French National Front “Front Nationale”, with
Jean Marie Le Pen as its leader, started gaining power there was absolutely no
expression of resentment of other European countries and on the contrary the National
Front, the third stronger in power political party in France, still plays an important
role especially in municipal elections. Consequently we arrive in more recent years

and we still witness the presence of extreme right parties in government coalitions, as

65 BJURWALD,Lisa, The Extreme Right in Europe, Eonuepida EAevBepotvmio. (Eleytherotypia
Magazine), February 2011.
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is the example of the “Swiss People’s Party” in Switcherland and the “Lega Nord
per l'Indipendenza della Padania” (North League for the Independence of
Padania) in Italy, where the presence of the North League was important up until
recently in the government of Silvio Berlusconi.

This general acceptance of the extreme right has provided of the supporting
parties with the opportunity to manifest once more, through a different and concealed
approach, all their beliefs concerning immigrants and religion. It is very common to
witness debates concerning the freedom of expression of Muslims and Islamists. In
Switzerland for example mosques were forbidden, as well as in France the wearing of
chador was forbidden in public places. This kind of prohibitions were not imposed as
the expression of anti-Semitism or as a fear o immigrants, but on the contrary they
were presented as appropriate suggestions in order for the rest of the non-Muslim
population not to feel “bizarre” around such free expression of religion. They were

presented as social directives for the better good.

A common characteristic between the extreme right in West and in East
Europe is that in most cases, few were the exceptions, the extreme right parties had
the opportunity to be part of a national government only through a political coalition
with other bigger non-extreme right parties. When this was the case, because of the
expression of discontent, either by other internal parties or generally by the European
Union, as we have seen above with the case of Austria, the extreme right parties were
obliged to sign an agreement before entering the government, which consisted of their
accord not to express their extreme ideas, of nationalism, anti- Semitism, e.t.c., while
at the government. This was also the case in Romania and in Italy. Nevertheless, it
has been noticed that while these parties formed part of the government, even though
they were not given the chance to implement their radical ideas, they were given the
chance to prolong some anti-European ideas, this was the case in Eastern Europe, or

to implement some anti-immigrant laws, and this was the case in Western Europe.®

On the other hand, this effort to avoid the entrance in the European Union and
the implementation of its policies, has been the main subject of the political

propaganda of extreme right parties in Eastern Europe. The entrance of a country in

66 Cas Mudde, Populist Radical Parties in Europe, Cambridge University Press, 2007.
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the European Union presupposes that this country meets a series of socio-economical
conditions, similar to the ones existing in the already member states, so that an

important and needed homogeneity is established inside the EU.

These criteria set by the EU in order for a country to enter the union, are the
official condition set out by the institutions of the EU, and this procedure is known as
“conditionality”. Consequently, conditionality “is a concept in international
development, political economy and international relations and describes the use of
conditions attached to a loan, debt relief, bilateral aid or membership of international
organizations, typically by the international financial institutions, regional
organizations or donor countries”®’. As a result is used mostly when referring to
money lending by International Institutions to countries that are in distress and in
need of financial aid, such as aid by the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund
and the European Commission. Nevertheless, the criteria and impositions set by the
“conditionality” procedure have been questioned over the years as to what extend
they are effective both for the lending institution and for the country that receives the
loan.®® Tt has been argued that loan procedure was extremely rigid and inflexible for
the governments receiving the loan, and the governments had almost no saying on the
imposition of social policies in order to overcome their problematic situation. Over
the past years, though, efforts have been made in order to ameliorate the procedure
and strengthen the communication between the lending institutions and the receiving
parties, but still the results of progress on this subject are yet to come. Experts though
all agree that solution to be followed is the one of carefully planned strategies
according to the possibilities and circumstances in each country and avoidance of

quick and non-permanent solutions.

Consequently, after the fall of socialism, in 1989, it was suggested by many
East and South European countries, that aimed to change their current situation, to
enter in the European Union. For this reason they were obliged to meet the criteria of

conditionality as set by the EU. The criteria imposed by the EU are known as the

67 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conditionality, Wikipedia the Free Encyclopedia.

68 Stefan Koeberle, Harold Bedoya, Peter Silarsky, and Gero Verheyen (editors), Conditionality
Revisited: Concepts, Experiences, and Lessons, The World Bank, Washington D.C., 2005.
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Copenhagen Criteria, as they were implemented by the European Council in 1993 in
Denmark-Copenhagen. The basis of these criteria is for a country to have established
a democratic political environment and governance based on founding sources, to
have procedures in order to be able to protect human rights and impose punishment
when there is oppressive behaviour, and finally, to meet the economic criteria, which
consist of having a developed internal market that can compete and collaborate with

the markets of the rest of the Member States.

Although the wish of South East European countries, in general the Balkan
countries, was their accession to the EU, it was not the same case for the EU. The EU
was eager to impose strategies of evolution and development on these countries but
was not ready and willing to offer them the possibility of entrance inside the union.
The possibility, or as we should stay the examination of the possibility, to enter the
EU was offered to the East and South East European countries by the Copenhagen

Criteria.

For the EU the main goals were to adopt the development criteria, in politics,
social standards, economic standards, according to the needs of the candidate
countries of East and South East Europe in general, as these needs and circumstances
were perceived by the EU and at the same time promote collaboration between those
countries.”” As a result for most of the candidate countries this has been a good
incentive for them to take action and try to ameliorate their internal administrative and
socio-economic conditions. We have seen over the years that many Eastern and South
Eastern countries, which were in the verge of self-destruction, have made significant
progress concerning their economy and their market competiveness and can now be
considered as vital components of the global market. Moreover, candidate countries,
which did not have many, almost none, respect for their citizens, the minorities
residing inside their territories, and for human rights, such as Turkey for example,

where even now we meet situations of extreme repressive and cruel actions, they

69 Othon Anastasakis & Dimitar Bechev, EU Conditionality in South East Europe: Bringing
Commitment to the Process , South East European Studies Programme European Studies Centre, St
Antony’s College University of Oxford , 2003.
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make small steps in order to alter the situation and provide a more civilised and

Europeanised environment for their citizens.

Nevertheless, the negotiation conducted by the EU with East and South East
countries has not resulted in the opposite result of unification and reconciliation of
these countries.”” As we have explained the EU monitored the criteria and the
negotiations according to a general socio-economic strategy, which was considered as
appropriate by the EU, has neither taken into consideration of the internal and unique
socio-economic circumstances of each candidate country, nor there has been any
possibility for these countries to argue on the subject. Consequently EU has signed
bilateral agreements only with the countries that have managed to meet the set criteria
to one extend and who keep making significant and considerable effort to ameliorate
their position. This approach had as result the surfacing once more of the differences

and the political hostility between the countries.

What also offered more preface to the extreme right anti-integration
propaganda was the delay and postponement from the part of the EU in deciding and
accepting the integration of the candidate countries. Ever since 1998, the EU has
openly promised that there would be accession of some Eastern and South Eastern
European countries in the EU, and because of that promise these countries have tried
to surpass their internal problems, even by administering harsh political and
demographic impositions to their citizens, and often impositions that did not have the
opted result. It was a great disappointment for many of the candidate countries when
they were not accepted on the European enlargement in 2004 and in 2007, and they
were frustrated by the explanation given by the EU that they simply did not meet the
criteria. As a result, this delay and denial of accession was translated in the minds of

citizens and of the extreme right wing as rejection from the part of the EU.

The situation became more complex after the entrance of Bulgaria and
Romania in the EU, through the 2007 enlargement. It became instantly clear that both

countries, although theoretically seemed ready and apt to access the EU, afterwards

70 Sandro Knezovi¢, EU’s Conditionality Mechanism in South East Europe — Lessons Learned and

challenges for the Future, www.europeanperspectives.si/index.php?option=com...9...
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many discrepancies and problems have arisen. This situation gave reason and
reasonable doubts to EU of whether countries of East and South East Europe are or
will ever be ready to properly access the EU. As this new decade proceeds it became
clear that the EU can no longer sustain the existing support system of weaker
countries. Nowadays even the founding countries of the EU face crucial economic
and demographic problems, such as Italy, the United Kingdom, etc. Along with them
smaller countries of the EU keep facing economic problems, and it became apparent
that the supporting system established by the EU has not considered all the
implications of “malfunctioning” and as a result can not offer the most important
prerogative of the EU, the support and aid. For this reason EU has become even more
reluctant of accepting weaker economically countries, as the countries of East and
South East Europe. Even though, it became apparent over the years that the support of
the EU is crucial for the survival and East and South East European countries, after all
they are part of the same continent with the West European countries who have
formed this alliance between them, the strategies applied by the EU have not made it
easy to become so clear in the minds of the candidate countries citizens. Consequently
it is not difficult for the extreme right to find ground and advocate that idea of a
“National State” that is in no need of alliances in order to survive, is a much better
solution than a State that is imposed severe impositions in order to acquire this

alliance but this alliance does not seem to be possible.

Additionally, as we have examined above there are several factors that favour
the breakthrough of the extreme right parties in East Europe. The experts have
reached to the conclusion that over the last years the same factors apply to Western
Europe but with the difference that it is not the “extreme right” that is gaining ground
but “the populist right parties”, with the definition that we have mentioned before, as
given by Cas Mudde. ”' As we have shown there have been extreme right parties that
entered the government of West European countries since 1990, as in Austria, in
France and in Italy, but as we have also underlined, these governments, even though
purely influenced by the extreme right, they adopted a completely liberal political

plan, except in some rare occasions as the immigration criteria. Nowadays, because of

71 Cas Mudde, Populist Radical Parties in Europe, Cambridge University Press, 2007.
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the eminent crisis all over the European Union, we notice that populist extreme right
is gaining points in the political agenda and that the parties representing it are
becoming more popular in the minds of people.72 For this reason the extreme right in
West Europe has been promoting the agenda of “us” and “them”, while now “us” is
the citizens of each country and “them” are the existing governments and the
institutions of the European Union, which are considered as responsible for the

economic stagnation of the countries that form part of the European Union.”

Another important differentiation between West and East European extreme
right parties is the fact that generally in East Europe the extreme right parties do not
show any desire of cooperation. Even though, as we have seen before, in most
European countries, both of West and East Europe, the only chance that the extreme
right had the opportunity to enter the government was through a political coalition,
nevertheless this example is not a lesson learned by the extreme right in East Europe.
Extreme right parties in East Europe, not only do not seek collaboration between
them, both in national and international level, but on the other hand they tend to reject
other extreme right parties and form an opposition. In Western Europe on the other
hand extreme right parties seem to fully understand the fact that they need to defend
their “similars” in order to grow stronger. Even though in West Europe, we do not see
clear political coalitions inside the political field of a country, we see coalitions and
support in an international level. It is no coincidence that also the EURONAT”", the
organization of nationalistic parties, was the initiative of the National Front of France,

and still many extreme right parties of East Europe are not part of it.””

72 MATT GOLDER, EXPLAINING VARIATION IN THE SUCCESS OF EXTREME RIGHT PARTIES
IN WESTERN EUROPE, COMPARATIVE POLITICAL STUDIES, Vol. 36 No. 4, May 2003 432-466
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75 Miroslav Mare§, Transnational Networks of Extreme Right Parties in East Central Europe: Stimuli

and Limits of Cross-Border Cooperation, Paper prepared for the 20th IPSA World Congress (Section
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As we have seen the differences and similarities in the extreme right parties of
Western and Eastern Europe are many and in numerous fields, such as their way of
expression of ideas, their political propaganda, their ideas concerning the European
Institutions, e.t.c. It has been stated by experts that the extreme right is mostly
dominant in East European countries, which are smaller, less powerful in the
international field and with smaller economies. Of course, even this correlation can be
doubted and find an opposition, as it has been noticed that even in some wealthier
countries the extreme right parties have gained popularity, as in Austria and Belgium
for example, and that in some countries were the demographic problems are
important, the extreme right parties are not supported, as is the case in Greece and

Portugal for example.

What is common though, both in West and East societies, apart from some
exceptions that we have examined above, is that nowadays an effort is made so that
the expressions of the radical ideas of the extreme right parties, whether they form
part of a government or not, they are limited. As a result we have seen the reaction of
countries under many different occasions. Specifically, we have seen them taking
action only when direct expressions of discrimination and anti-Semitism have taken
place through the media by the extreme right. These reactions could be considered as
minimal as according to this pattern many more discriminatory behaviors are
consciously ignored and the interest shown is only for the preservation of the
international integrity of a country.

At the same time we have seen that the governments tend to chose indirect
policies in order to avoid the detrimental effects of the expression of the extreme
right. For example, in order to avoid anti-immigrant propaganda, they try to enforce
policies of limited acceptance of working immigrants. In order to avoid reactions
concerning the economic depression, they try to offer socio-economic incentives to
the citizens. This choice of action has been noticed especially in East and South East
Europe, where the real problems rest on the establishment of democratic
administrations and institutions, and as a result, the governments choose to find
alternative ways in order not to dissatisfy the citizens and hence in order not for them

to find inspirational solutions in the extreme right.
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VI. CONCLUSION

After the above analysis and presentation of the aspects of the extreme right
we could only agree that the definition of this political ideology should not be taken

into light consideration and should not try to be given under a general sphere.

As we have seen there is common ground of the West European and of the
East and South European Extreme Right as to the beliefs and aspirations. In every part
of the world the extreme right has expressed aspirations of accession, anti-immigrant
ideologies, rejection of the governmental strategies. At the same time there is an
important difference between the two situations because of the different political and
cultural inheritance of both regions. The extreme right in East and South East Europe
is still predominant in the political agenda of the countries, although not gaining high
percentages during the elections. This predominance is based on the fact that the
democratic institutions and the economic policies are still undergoing important
changes. Because of the fluid political situation and the instability emitted by the
governments, citizens of East and South East Europe are willing to listen to the
political propaganda of the extreme right that offers them the return to more
traditional beliefs, the self-determination of the country and the rejection of
international influences, which are considered as responsible for the continuation of
poverty and economic instability of these countries. As a result it would be safe to
conclude on the fact that extreme right parties find ground to emerge in societies that
are in need of adaptation, that are undergoing major socio-economic changes and that
need to redefined both internally and internationally. It is most likely in such times of
high political pressure and economic distress that the citizens tend to question of the

political scenery and are open to the extreme right influence.
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ANNEXES

ELECTION RESULTS OF RIGHT WING PARTIES IN EASTERN EUROPE

This table presents us only with the successful results that extreme right parties obtained in Eastern
European countries from 1990 to 2010.

TABLE 1

Countries and
Important
Parties

1990

1992

1993

1994

1996

1997

1998

ROMANIA-
Greater
Romania Party

3,9%votes
16p.s.*a

4,5%votes
19p.s.

No
elections

No
elections

CZECH
REPUBLIC-
SPR-RSC

1%votes
no p.s.

5,98%votes
14p.s.

8,01%votes
18p.s.

No
elections

POLAND
League of
Polish Families

POLAND
Self-Defence
of the Republic
of Poland

POLAND
Law and
Justice

HUNGARY-
Hungarian
Justice and
Life Party*d

14

HUNGARY
Movement for
a Better
Hungary party
in Hungary -
Jobbik

SERBIA

73p.s.

39p.s.

82p.s.

CROATIA
Croatian
Democratic
Union

55p.s

85p.s.

75p.s.

BULGARIA-
Bulgarian
Business
Block(until
2000) and the
National
Movement of
Ataka*c

13p.s.

12p.s.

SLOVAKIA-
Slovak
National Party

22p.s

15p.s.

9.p.s.

14p.s.
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TABLE 2

Countries
and
Important
Parties

2000

200

200

2004

2005

200

2007

200

200

201

2011

ROMANI
A-Greater
Romania
Party

19,5%vot
es
84p.s.

13%vot
es
48p.s.

CZECH
REPUBLI
C- SPR-
RSC

3,9%vote
s*b

POLAND

League of
Polish
Families

34p.s

POLAND

Self-
Defence
of the
Republic
of Poland

56p.s

POLAND

Law and
Justice

155p.

166p.

157p.

HUNGAR
Y-
Hungarian
Justice
and Life
Party*d

HUNGAR
Y

Movement
for a
Better
Hungary

47p.
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party in
Hungary -
Jobbik

SERBIA 23p.s.

82p.

81p.s

78p.

CROATI
A

46.p.s.

Croatian
Democrati
¢ Union

66p.

66p.s

44p.s

BULGAR
IA-
Bulgarian

Business
Block(unti
12000)
and the
National
Movement
of
Ataka*c

21p.

21p.

SLOVAK | -
1A-
Slovak
National
Party

20p.

9p.s.

*a :p.s. : parliamentary seats

*b: According to the country’s electoral system a party has to gain more than 5% of votes in order to

enter the Parliament.

*c: On the table we see the results of two Bulgarian extreme right parties, the Bulgarian Business block
that managed to enter the parliament from 1992-1997 and the National Movement of Ataka which

entered the parliament from 2005-2009.

*d: In Hungary the Hungarian Justice and Life Party (MIEP) was founded in 1993 and in 2003 was
founded the Movement for a Better Hungary party in Hungary - Jobbik.
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