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MARCHA DE GALVEZ

Poetry taken from

THE CAPTURE OF THE BLUFF AT BATON ROUGE
BY HIS LORDSHIP GALVEZ

Knight Pensioner of the Distinguished Royal Order of Charles III.
Brigadier of the Armies of His Majesty, Administrator,
Inspector and Governor General of the Province
of Louisiana
At New Orleans at the Print Shop of Antoine Boudousquie,

Printer to the King and to the Cabildo
1779

What din and what noise is this which strikes my ear?
I was sleeping; suddenly lightning awakens me.
In unceasing flashes I see my waters quiver,
And my place tremble. I hear the resounding echoes.
What a mortal or God comes here in his rage
To trouble the gentle peace of my happy banks. . .
Scaesaris, begone; fly toward those places
Where I hear that great clamor and that frightful tumult.
There with watchful eye, in the guise of a man
Grasp all as best you can, and afterward
Come inform me of all, as I wish to know
If a rash mortal is trying to usurp my power.
Thus he spake and Scaesaris, like unto an arrow, shot through the waters;
Shaking her locks she beheld the brightness of the outer world;
‘Neath the features of a mortal she enters into the camp
and recognizes the hero by his triumphant mien.
She harks unto his words and sees the entire hose
Vying with one another in glorious battle.
Success crowns his efforts. . .
Her mind at ease she dives back into the waters. . .
Once again she returns to the God in his deep cavern;. . .
He talks with her; to her says Come!
Tell me what misfortune threatens our shores,
What means have we stop their dispute?

Mighty One, do not this time become alarmed,

My story contains nothing which will arouse thy wrath.
I have seen this hero who has awaked thy fears;

Like unto a god he was accountred in his arms.



The plumes of his superb helmet streamed in the wind,
And his waving hair was like unto an ornament.

A proud and noble bearing betokened his courage;
Virtue most heroic shone on his countenance.

With one hand he brandished his shining sword;

With the other he held in rein his prancing steed,

And led his brilliant cortedge.

They, fired with noble zeal and proud of the privilege
Of risking the perils of battle with him,

Followed him into the fray so that they might

Display the strength of their arms. . .

The brave Galvez everywhere in the ranks gives them heart.
His words and his countenance spur them to heroism. . .

Victory this day snatches from the Britons

The evergreen laurel which she adorns our browns;

Galvez victorious assembles his army.

Pleased with the feelings which inspire it

He speaks to it in words which are worthy of him,

And which engrave his dear name in their hearts,

Brave warriors, companions of my glory,

It was with your hands that today I won my victory;

Like Spartans you flew to the field of honor,

And everywhere you gave evidence of signal valor.

To follow me you left your fields,

And your loving children and your faithful wives. I know what I owe to you, to
Your efforts;

I shall praise them to the greatest of our Kings. . .

Scaesaris related and all the audience,

God, Nymphs, and Tritons listened in silence.

A secret joy suffused all hearts,

And all declared themselves in favor of the victors.
She sees in their eyes their curiosity reflected,

And says to them, “ Listen, I shall speak openly.
At last we shall see that happy age arrive

Which will bring about the greatest changes.

The brambles, the reeds, and the wild thorn

Will no longer cover our fertile banks.

Diligent settlers will by their work

Make of our frightful wilderness the loveliest of homes. . .

Plenty and peace will reign in our region.

To love and to joy will they ever be devoted,

As long as in our clime this Generous Victor

Of a people that he cherishes will give joy and happiness.”



May he attain to glory along paths of flowers;
Let his name be written in the temple of memory.
Sing Nymphs, Tritons; pipe on your reeds.
Everything breathes forth joy. . .”

Epic poem by Julien Poydras (1746-1824)
Translation from the French by Leon Phillips, Graduate Assistant
In French at Louisiana State University — October 1967
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