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Antigone: Hymn to the Human Spirit was composed in 1983 and was
premiered in New York at Alice Tully Hall Lincoln Center by the
American Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Peter Tiboris, with tenor
Giorgio Aristo of the Hannover Opera as soloist on January 7, 1984. The
piece is sung in the original classical Greek. The text “Ode 1” is taken
from Sophocles’ tragedy Antigone, a moving poetic meditation on the
action which takes place in the first act.

“Ode 1” celebrates the achievements of the human race, praising man’s
conquests of the entire universe through his strength and mental power.
It implies admiration for Antigone, who buries her brother to satisfy
divine law. This courageous act, in defiance of human law, costs Antigone
her life. Thus, there is an undercurrent of sadness in this Ode, as
Sophocles illustrates the evil as well as the good inherent in man.

The music of Dinos Constantinides has been performed throughout
the world. He is the recipient of many grants, commissions and awards,
including first prize in the 1981 Brooklyn College International Chamber
Opera Competition and the 1985 First Midwest Chamber Opera
Conference. He also received the 1985 American New Music Consortium
Distinguished Service Award, the 1989 Glen Award of I’Ensemble of New
York, several Meet the Composer grants and numerous ASCAP Standard
Awards. In the 1994 he was honored with a Distinguished Teacher White
House Commission on Presidential Scholars.




Sophocles — Antigone COROS ODE I
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Hymn to the Human Spirit

Text: English Pronunciation

e,0,a = Latin pronunciation
. = gutural

dth =asin “thee”

th = asin “thing”



Polla ta dtheena koudthén anthrépou,
dtheendteron péllee. Touto ke poleeou
pérran pondou heemeréeo néto horée,
pereevrechee-eesseen perédn eep'
éedthmasseen, thedn te tna eepertatan,
gan, aftheeton, akamatan apotrée-ete,
eelloménon arétron étos ees étos,
eepéeo yénnee polévon.

Koufoné-on te féelon ornéethon,
amfeevalén ayee ke theerén agréeon
éthnee péndou teenaléean féesseen
spéeressee dtheekteeokldlstees pereefra-
dthées anéer; kratée dthe meehanés
agravlou theerods oresseevata, lasseeaf-
hiena théepon ohmazete amfeeloéfo

zeedo 'oureeon takméeta tavron.

Ke fthégma ke anemden fréonima ke
asteenémous orgas edtheedthaksato

ke dtheessavlon pagon eepéthreea ke
dthéessomvra févgeen vélee, pando-
poros. Aporos ep oudthén érhete to mélon;
deedtha ménon féfkseen ouk epaksete;
noésson dthameehénon feegas kseebéfraste.

Sofén tee to meehanden téhnas eepér
elpéedth éhon poté men kakén, allot ep
esthlén érpee; némous yerrénon kthonos
thedn ténorkon dthéekan eepséepolees;
apolees, 6to to mee kaldn kséenestee,
télmas iiéreen; méete mee parésteeos
yéneeto méet éesson fronén os tadth
érdthee.
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